Saturday, December 27 2003

Ecclesiastes 1:1 - 2:26

Today we begin Ecclesiastes. It is the Bible’s only example of what one commentator calls “pessimism literature” which was found also in Egypt and some other countries of the time and region. However the writings of those other nations did not contain a thread of hope. They did not know God. 


Did Solomon pen the book? His name is not mentioned, though the writer is apparently presenting the feelings of the great king of Israel, perhaps even the king’s own words. We can’t be positive, but Solomon’s reign and life does seem to fit the writing.


In chapter 1 there is the venting of a man in the midst of a bout with depression. Perhaps you have had days like his; days when nothing seems to matter, when one’s efforts are obviously fruitless; days when it is too obvious that the world doesn’t really change or even care and man seems able to do nothing of importance or value. The feelings of the king were not limited to his time and place. There was a song back in the early 70’s (or thereabouts) called “Dust in the Wind”. One line from it was “all we are is dust in the wind”.  

To the king even contrasting folly and wisdom did not help. Unlike the message throughout Proverbs, the king comes to the conclusion that both the fool and the wise will end up dead and forgotten. 

Finally we find a ray of hope at the end of chapter 2. There we find the acknowledgement that God is the only bringer of joy to man. 

Though Ecclesiastes is written in a specific form for a specific purpose, these chapters remind us of the hopelessness that one really can feel, even as a Christian. The ray of hope, the only hope for our world, will continue to thread its way into the upcoming chapters.  


The ultimate answer to the king’s questions came in Christ, the One who delivers us from hopelessness and into the confidence that He really does care and He really does work in our lives, no matter how we may “feel” about it from time to time. 
